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THE POET X BY ELIZABETH ACEVEDO 

Xiomara has always kept her words to herself. When it comes to standing her ground in her Harlem 

neighbourhood, she lets her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But X has secrets – her feelings for a boy in 

her bio class, and the notebook full of poems that she keeps under her bed. And a slam poetry club that will pull 

those secrets into the spotlight. Because in spite of a world that might not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to 

stay silent. A multiple award-winning debut novel about finding your voice and standing up for what you believe 

in, no matter how hard it is to say. Brave, bold and beautifully written - dealing with issues of race, feminism and 

faith. 

SNAP BY BELINDA BAUER 

On a stifling summer's day, eleven-year-old Jack and his two sisters sit in their broken-down car, waiting for their 

mother to come back and rescue them. Jack's in charge, she'd said. I won't be long. But she doesn't come back. 

She never comes back and life as the children know it is changed forever. Three years later, Jack is still in charge - 

of his sisters, of supporting them all, of making sure nobody knows they're alone in the house, and - quite suddenly 

finding out the truth about what happened to his mother.  

 

LOOKING FOR ALASKA BY JOHN GREEN 

BEFORE. Miles Halter’s whole life has been one big non-event until he starts at anything-but-boring Culver Creek 

Boarding School and meets Alaska Young. Gorgeous, clever, funny, sexy, screwed up and utterly fascinating she 

pulls Miles into her world, launches him into a new life, and steals his heart. But when tragedy strikes, and Miles 

comes face-to-face with death he discovers the value of living and loving unconditionally. 

AFTER: Nothing will ever be the same. 

 

CHAVS: THE DEMONIZATION OF THE WORKING CLASS BY OWEN JONES (303.5 JON) 

In modern Britain, the working class has become an object of fear and ridicule. Media and politicians alike dismiss 

as feckless, criminalized and ignorant a vast, underprivileged section of society whose members have become 

stereotyped by one, hate-filled word: chavs. In this acclaimed investigation, Owen Jones explores how the working 

class has gone from 'salt of the earth' to 'scum of the earth.' The chav stereotype, he argues, is used by 

governments as a convenient fig leaf to avoid genuine engagement with social and economic problems and to 

justify widening inequality.  It is a disturbing portrait of inequality and class hatred in modern Britain. 

 

ONE HUNDRED DAYS OF SOLITUDE BY GABRIEL GARCÍA MÁRQUEZ 

A seamless blend of fantasy and reality, this is the story of seven generations of the Buendia family and of 

Macondo, the town they have built. Though little more than a settlement surrounded by mountains, Macondo 

has its wars and disasters, even its wonders and miracles. A microcosm of Columbian life, its secrets lie hidden, 

encoded in a book and only Aureliano Buendia can fathom its mysteries and reveal its shrouded destiny. A novel 

that seamlessly blends political reality with magic realism, fantasy with comic invention. 

 



#MURDERTRENDING BY GRETCHEN MCNEIL 

When seventeen-year-old Dee Guerrera wakes up in a haze, lying on the ground of a dimly lit warehouse, she 

realises she's about to be the next victim of the app. Knowing hardened criminals are getting a taste of their own 

medicine in this place is one thing, but Dee refuses to roll over and die for a heinous crime she didn't commit. Can 

Dee and her newly formed posse, the Death Row Breakfast Club, prove she's innocent before she ends up 

wrongfully murdered for the world to see? Or will The Postman's cast of executioners kill them off one by one? 

 

MONSTER BY WALTER DEAN MYERS 

16-year-old Steve Harmon is on trial for murder. A Harlem drugstore owner was shot and killed, and the word is 

that Steve served as the lookout. Guilty or innocent, he becomes a pawn in the hands of "the system," cluttered 

with cynical authority figures and unscrupulous inmates, who will turn in anyone to shorten their own sentences. 

For the first time, Steve is forced to think about who he is as he faces prison, where he may spend all the 

tomorrows of his life. Presented as a screenplay of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal entries, 

the book shows how one single decision can change our whole lives. 

 

BECK BY MAL PEET AND MEG ROSOFF (contains mature content) 

Born from a street liaison between a poor young woman and an African sailor in the 1900s, Beck is soon orphaned 

and sent to the Catholic Brothers in Canada. Shipped to work on a farm, his escape takes him across the continent 

in a search for belonging. Enduring abuse and many hardships, Beck has times of comfort and encouragement, 

eventually finding Grace, the woman with whom he can finally forge his life and shape his destiny as a young man. 

A picaresque novel set during the Depression as experienced by a young black man, it depicts great pain but has 

an uplifting and inspiring conclusion. 

 

ELEANOR AND PARK BY RAINBOW ROWELL 

Eleanor is the new girl in town, and she's never felt more alone. All mismatched clothes, mad red hair and chaotic 

home life, she couldn't stick out more if she tried. Then she takes the seat on the bus next to Park. Quiet, careful 

and - in Eleanor's eyes - impossibly cool, Park's worked out that flying under the radar is the best way to get by. 

Slowly, steadily, through late-night conversations and an ever-growing stack of mix tapes, Eleanor and Park fall in 

love. Set over the course of one school year in 1986, Eleanor & Park is funny, sad, shocking and true. 

 

LICCLE BIT BY ALEX WHEATLE 

What's worse than hiding a secret? Liccle Bit's about to find out. Lemar is the second shortest guy in his year. 

Everyone calls him Liccle Bit, and his two best friends never tire of telling him he has no chance with girls. Things 

aren't much better at home. His mum is permanently hassled, his sister a frustrated single mum and his dad 

moved out years ago. When a new gang war breaks out, he finds himself on a fast track to something much more 

sinister. South Crongton's notorious gang leader has taken an interest him and before he knows what's happening, 

he finds himself running errands. But when he hears about a killing on the estate, Liccle Bit is forced to question 

his choices. How can he possibly put things right? 

 

THE ART OF BEING NORMAL BY LISA WILLIAMSON 

Two boys. Two secrets. David Piper has always been an outsider. His parents think he's gay. The school bully thinks 

he's a freak. Only his two best friends know the real truth - David wants to be a girl. On the first day at his new 

school Leo Denton has one goal - to be invisible. When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship 

forms. But things are about to get messy. Because at Eden Park School secrets have a funny habit of not staying 

secret for long. 

 


