
YEAR 7 READING LIST 2019-20 
 

 
 
 

This list contains just a few of the books that have proved popular over the last year with the current Year 7 
students. This list is to encourage reading for pleasure therefore none of the titles are ‘required’ reading. 

 
THE HOUSE WITH CHICKEN LEGS BY SOPHIE ANDERSON 
Marinka dreams of a normal life, where her house stays in one place long enough for her to make friends. But 

her house has chicken legs and moves on without warning. 

For Marinka's grandmother is Baba Yaga, who guides spirits between this world and the next. Marinka longs 

to change her destiny and sets out to break free from her grandmother's footsteps, but her house has other 

ideas... 

 

OVERHEARD IN A TOWER BLOCK POEMS BY JOSEPH COELHO 

Gazing at the stars from five storeys up, smelling the bins from five storeys below. Overheard arguments, 

overheard laughter. A disappearing father and a Mermaid-Queen mother; statues that sing for flesh and blood; 

bullies who kick you under the table; perfect red trainers - and the things that lurk in the library...Award-

winning poet Joseph Coelho's astonishing new collection is a powerful and moving poetic narrative about 

growing up in the city. 

 

NED’S CIRCUS OF MARVELS BY JUSTIN FISHER 

Ned Waddlesworth has always considered his world to be exceptionally ordinary. Until the day he discovers it 

ISN’T. AT ALL. Because on Ned’s thirteenth birthday he discovers that everything magical he’s ever read about 

or imagined is REAL. And without him, the world will soon be engulfed in monstrous beasts and beings. So 

with the help of a robot mouse, a girl witch and a flying circus unlike any other, it’s up to Ned to swoop in and 

save the day! Roll up, roll up, and prepare to be AMAZED by Ned and the marvellous, magical, monstrous 

flying circus! 

 

THE WHISPERS BY GREG HOWARD 

Before she disappeared, Riley's mama used to tell him stories about the Whispers, mysterious creatures with 

the power to grant wishes. Riley wishes for lots of things. He wishes his secret crush Dylan liked him back. He 

wishes the bumbling detective would stop asking awkward questions. But most of all he wishes his mother 

would come home . . .Four months later, the police are no closer to finding out the truth - and Riley decides 

to take matters into his own hands. But do the Whispers really exist? And what is Riley willing to do to find 

out? 

 

WARRIOR CATS BY ERIN HUNTER 

When ‘kittypet’ Rusty strays into the forest beyond his owner’s garden and is ambushed by a wild cat, life as 

he knows it is over. After a brave fight, he is invited to leave the ‘twoleg’ world and join Thunderclan, one of 

four cat tribes, to train as a warrior. Rusty becomes Firepaw and learns laws of the wild – hunting and fighting 

to protect the clan’s survival. When the fearsome Shadowclan threaten Thunderclan’s territory his warrior 

skills are put to the test. But how can he protect the clan when he suspects their own deputy of treachery? 

 

 



 
THE EYE OF THE NORTH BY SINÉAD O'HART 

Emmeline Widget has never left Widget Manor – and that’s the way she likes it. When her scientist parents 
mysteriously disappear, she finds herself on a ship to France, heading for a safe house in Paris. On-board she 
befriends a stowaway called Thing, but before she can reach her destination, the sinister Dr Siegfried Bauer 
kidnaps her. Dr Bauer is bound for the ice fields of Greenland to summon a legendary monster from the deep 
- and he isn’t the only one determined to unleash the creature. The Northwitch has laid claim to the beast, 
too. Can Emmeline and Thing stop their fiendish plans and save the world? 

 
THE BOOK OF DUST BY PHILIP PULLMAN  

Eleven-year-old Malcolm Polstead and his daemon, Asta, live with his parents at the Trout Inn near Oxford. 

Across the River Thames (which Malcolm navigates often using his beloved canoe, a boat by the name of La 

Belle Sauvage) is the Godstow Priory where the nuns live. Malcolm learns they have a guest with them - a baby 

by the name of Lyra Belacqua . . . A prequel to the excellent Dark Materials series. 

 

THE BOY AT THE BACK OF THE CLASS BY ONJALI Q. RAÚF 

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it. He's 

nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He never talks and never smiles and doesn't like sweets - 

not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite! But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange 

at all. He's a refugee who's run away from a War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. 

And the more I find out about him, the more I want to help. That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and 

Tom come in. Because you see, together we've come up with a plan. . . 

 

THE BLOOD GUARD BY CARTER ROY 

Thirteen-year-old Ronan Truelove leaves school one day and discovers he's a member of The Blood Guard - an 

ancient order of protectors. He will acquire invaluable skills; learn that he has magical talents he never 

dreamed of; rescue his parents from certain death and finally fall for the wrong girl and overlook the right one. 

 

THE BOY WHO LIED BY KIM SLATER 

Ed Clayton is a liar. It started when his dad went to prison and now he can’t seem to stop. When his younger 

brother, Sam, goes missing one day, nobody believes Ed when he says he can’t remember what happened. 

He’s used to going without, but living without his brother is impossible. With the police and press asking 

questions and friends turning against the family, Ed is left trying to find Sam with only the help of his new 

neighbour, Fallon. When the two stumble on a secret that even Ed could never have imagined, it’s up to the 

liar to uncover the truth . . .  

 

A MURDER MOST UNLADYLIKE MYSTERY: A SPOONFUL OF MURDER BY ROBIN STEVENS 

When Hazel Wong's beloved grandfather passes away, Daisy Wells is all too happy to accompany her friend 
(and Detective Society Vice President) to Hazel's family estate in beautiful, bustling Hong Kong. As always the 
girls are never far from a mystery, and this time Hazel isn't just the detective - she's been framed for murder! 
The girls must work together like never before, confronting dangerous gangs, mysterious suspects and sinister 
private detectives to solve the murder and clear Hazel's name - before it's too late . . .  
 
 

BEYOND THE BRIGHT SEA BY LAUREN WOLK 
Crow has lived her whole life on a tiny, starkly beautiful island. Her only companions are Osh, the man who 
rescued her from a washed-up skiff as a baby and raised her, and Miss Maggie, their neighbour across the 
sandbar. But it is only when a mysterious fire appears across the water that an unspoken question of her own 
history forms in Crow's heart, and an unstoppable chain of events is triggered. Crow sets out to find her lost 
identity - and, ultimately, to learn what it means to be a family. 


