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BOOKED BY KWAME ALEXANDER 

12-year-old Nick is a football-mad boy who absolutely hates books. In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning 

novel The Crossover, football, family, love, and friendship take centre stage as Nick tries to figure out how to 

navigate his parents’ break-up, stand up to bullies, and impress the girl of his dreams. These challenges – which 

seem even harder than scoring a tie-breaking, game-winning goal – change his life, as well as his best friend’s. 

This energetic novel-in-verse by the poet Kwame Alexander captures all the thrills and setbacks, the action 

and emotion of a World Cup match. 

 
ATLANTIS RISING BY T.A. BARRON 

In a magical land called Ellegandia, a young boy named Promi scrapes by, stealing food to survive. But little 

does he know that his country is a pawn in an ages-old war between good and evil, battled both in the spirit 

realm and in the human world. Harboring secrets of his own, Promi teams up with a courageous girl named 

Atlanta and the two vow to save their land no matter the cost. But their vow has greater repercussions than 

they ever could imagine--in fact, it may just bring about the creation of Atlantis, an island cut off from the rest 

of the world, where magic reigns supreme. An action-packed adventure exploring exploration the origin of the 

legendary isle of Atlantis. This book is perfect for fans of Rick Riordan, Brandon Mull and Christopher Paolini  

 

THE ICARUS SHOW BY SALLY CHRISTIE 

Alex has worked out a foolproof way to avoid being picked on. Don't React. It's so simple, it's brilliant! David 

does react and becomes an outcast, nicknamed Bogsy. He's branded a weirdo, and Alex is determined to avoid 

the same fate. But one day, Alex gets a note in his bag that forces him out of his safe little world. Who sent 

the note? And is it true - will a boy really fly? A powerful story about friendship, loneliness and a strange kind 

of genius. 
 

THE ROAR BY EMMA CLAYTON 

Mika lives in future London, behind The Wall: Solid concrete topped with high-voltage razor wire and guarded 

by a battalion of Ghengis Borgs, it was built to keep out the animals, because animals carry the plague. 

Or so Mika's been told. But ever since Ellie vanished a year ago, Mika's suspected his world may be built on 

secrets--and lies. When a mysterious organization starts recruiting mutant kids to compete in violent virtual 

reality games, Mika takes the chance to search for his twin sister--and the truth. 

 
RIVER OF INK: GENESIS BY HELEN DENNIS 

When a mystery teenage boy emerges from the River Thames drenched, distressed and unable to remember 

anything about himself, he becomes the focus of worldwide media speculation. Unable to communicate, the 

River Boy is given paper and a pencil and begins to scribble. Soon a symbol emerges, but the boy has no idea 

why he has drawn it even though it's the only clue to the mystery of his identity... 

 



 

DARKMOUTH BY SHANE HEGARTY 

THEY’RE COMING! Legends (also known as terrifying, human-eating monsters) have invaded the town of 

Darkmouth and aim to conquer the world. But don’t panic! The last remaining Legend Hunter - Finn - will 

protect us. Finn: twelve-years-old, loves animals, not a natural fighter, but tries really, really hard, and we all 

know good intentions are the best weapons against a hungry Minotaur, right? 

On second thoughts, panic. PANIC NOW! 

 

INTO THE WILD BY ERIN HUNTER 

For generations, four Clans of wild cats have shared the forest according to the laws laid down by their 

ancestors. But the warrior code has been threatened, and the ThunderClan cats are in grave danger. The 

sinister ShadowClan grows stronger every day. Noble warriors are dying—and some deaths are more 

mysterious than others. In the midst of this turmoil appears an ordinary housecat named Rusty… who may 

turn out to be the bravest warrior of them all. 

THE BOOK OF DUST BY PHILIP PULLMAN  

Eleven-year-old Malcolm Polstead and his daemon, Asta, live with his parents at the Trout Inn near Oxford. 

Across the River Thames (which Malcolm navigates often using his beloved canoe, a boat by the name of La 

Belle Sauvage) is the Godstow Priory where the nuns live. Malcolm learns they have a guest with them - a baby 

by the name of Lyra Belacqua . . . A prequel to the excellent Dark Materials series. 

 

THE WEDNESDAY WARS BY GARY D. SCHMIDT 

Holling has just started 7th Grade with Mrs Baker, a teacher that is out to get him. Why else would she make 

him read Shakespeare… outside of class? The year is 1967 and everyone has bigger things to worry about. 

There’s Vietnam for one thing, and then there’s the family business.  As far as his father is concerned, nothing 

is more important. His father wants Holling and his sister to be on their best behaviour as the success of his 

business depends on it. But how can he stay out of trouble when he has Mrs Baker; a bully demanding cream 

puffs and angry rats to contend with the very same night he has to appear in a play in yellow tights! 
 

A SEVEN-LETTER WORD BY KIM SLATER 

Finlay's mother vanished two years ago and ever since then his stutter has become almost unbearable. Bullied 

at school and ignored by his father, the only way to get out the words that are bouncing around in his head is 

by writing long letters to his ma that he knows she will never read, and by playing Scrabble online. When an 

online Scrabble player called Alex befriends Finlay, everything changes. Could this be his mother secretly trying 

to contact him or is there something more sinister going on? 

 

MURDER MOST UNLADYLIKE BY ROBIN STEVENS 

At Deapdean School for Girls, Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong have set up their own detective agency, but they 

are struggling to find any real crimes to investigate unless you count the case of Lavinia's missing tie - which 

they don't! Then Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss Bell, lying dead in the Gym. To add to the mystery, 

when she and Daisy return five minutes later, the body has disappeared. Now Hazel and Daisy not only have 

a murder to solve, they have to prove one happened in the first place. A fantastic series of books, which hark 

back to the golden age of murder mysteries. 

 


