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This list contains just a few of the books that have proved popular in the last year with AGS Year 9 students. 
This list is to encourage reading for pleasure therefore none of the titles are ‘required’ reading. 

 

 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 

Arthur’s Friday doesn’t start well when his house is demolished. The Earth is obliterated soon after, to make way 

for a bypass, and then he finds out his best friend is an alien. Can things get any worse? 

 

Noble Conflict by Malorie Blackman 

Kaspar has grown up in a society based on peace and harmony. But beyond the city walls, a vicious band of 

rebels are plotting to tear this peace apart. It is up to the Guardians - an elite peacekeeping force - to protect the 

city, without resorting to the brutal methods of their enemy. After joining the Guardians, a chance encounter with 

a rebel makes Kaspar realise he hasn't been told the truth about what the rebels really want, and what he's really 

fighting for. 

 

Enders Game by Orson Scott Card 

The human race faces annihilation. An alien threat is on the horizon, ready to strike. And if humanity is to be 

defended, the government must create the greatest military commander in history. The brilliant young Ender 

Wiggin is their last hope. The award-winning classic about war and survival. 

 

After the Fire by Will Hill 

The things I've seen are burned into me, like scars that refuse to fade. Father John controls everything inside 

The Fence. And Father John likes rules. Especially about never talking to Outsiders. Because Father John 

knows the truth. He knows what is right, and what is wrong. He knows what is coming. Moonbeam is starting to 

doubt, though. She's starting to see the lies behind Father John's words. She wants him to be found out. What 

if the only way out of the darkness is to light a fire? 

 

Orphan X by Greg Hurwitz 

As a boy Evan Smoak was taken from an orphanage. Raised and trained in a top-secret programme, he was 

sent to bad places to do things the government denied ever happened. Then he broke with the programme, 

using what he'd learned to vanish. Now he helps the desperate and deserving. But someone's on his trail. 

Someone who knows his past and believes that the boy once known as Orphan X must die . . . 

 

The Rest of Us Just Live Here by Patrick Ness 

An irreverent novel powerfully asks what if you weren't the Chosen One? The one who's supposed to fight the 

zombies, or the soul-eating ghosts, or whatever this new thing is, What if you were like Mikey who just wants to 

graduate and go to prom. Because sometimes there are problems bigger than this week's end of the world and 

sometimes you just have to find the extraordinary in your ordinary life. Even if your best friend might just be the 

God of mountain lions... 



 

Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell 

The dystopian novel in which the terms ‘big brother’ and ‘room 101′ first appeared.  Winston Smith works for the 

Ministry of Truth where is job is to rewrite history. He rebels and longs for freedom.  

 
Life As We Knew It by Susan Pfeffer. 
Writing in her diary, Miranda tries to cope with the sudden earthquakes and tsunamis that destroy the world as 
she knew it. An exciting tale of love and survival, that fans of the Hunger Games would enjoy. 

 
White Rabbit Red Wolf by Tom Pollock 

Seventeen-year-old Peter Blankman is a maths prodigy who suffers from severe panic attacks He finds solace 

in the order and logic of mathematics and in the love of his family: his scientist mum and his twin sister Bel, as 

well as Ingrid, his only friend. When his mother is found stabbed before an award ceremony and his sister is 

nowhere to be found, Pete is dragged into a world of espionage where state and family secrets intertwine. Armed 

only with his extraordinary analytical skills, Peter discovers that his biggest weakness is his greatest strength. 

 
The Alchemyst by Michael Scott 

Nicholas Flamel was born in Paris in 1330. Nearly 700 years later, he is acknowledged as the greatest alchemist 

of his day. It is said that he discovered the secret of eternal life. The records show that he died in 1418. But his 

tomb is empty! 

 
How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff 

Daisy, a streetwise American 15 year old and Edmond, her cousin from England are evacuated to the 

countryside. After briefly falling in love, her world is shattered by an unimaginable event. How will she live now?  

 

Contagion by Teri Terry 

An epidemic is sweeping the country. Runaway Callie was among the infected and put in quarantine as there is 

no cure. She survived the disease but not the treatment. Her brother Kai is still looking for her and his new friend 

Shay just may hold the key to uncovering what truly happened. 

 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood where she was born and raised and her posh 

high school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance is shattered when Starr is witness to the fatal shooting of her 

unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It could also 

get her killed. Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement, this is a powerful and gripping YA novel about one 

girl's struggle for justice. 

 

The Partials by Dan Wells 

The only hope for humanity isn’t human. In a world where people have been all but wiped out by a virus created 

by part-human cyborgs called ‘Partials’, and where no baby survives longer than three days, a teenage girl 

makes it her mission to find a cure, and save her best friend’s unborn child. But finding a cure means capturing 

a Partial… 

 

The Day of the Triffids by John Wyndham 

Bill wakes up to find he’s the only person left on Earth who can see. Everyone else has been blinded by a 

mysterious meteor event. Can he save the world from the extraterrestrial carnivorous plants? 


