KS3 ASSESSMENT
The following sets out to explain the way we use targets and track progress of students during their time in Key
Stage 3 (Years 7 – 9) at Aylesbury Grammar School.
We set targets for students in Key Stage 3 which correspond to GCSE grades. Setting appropriate targets will
continue to be supported by both teacher input and use of the Midyis (Middle Years Information System) test
results which students sat near the start of Year 7. This is a non-subject specific test which is provided by CEM
(Centre for Evaluating and Monitoring) and does not require any preparation on behalf of the students.
Students will then be assessed three times a year against those targets in order to track their progress
allowing us to celebrate excellent achievement and to offer support to students where expected progress is
not being made.
It is important to recognise that it is not possible to accurately predict GCSE grades for students in Key Stage 3.
As such these targets do not represent GCSE targets but a target for the end of their current academic year.
Clear criteria will be provided to students to give them an understanding of what they would need to achieve in
order to gain a particular grade by the end of the year.
Key Stage 3 reports will therefore include targets ranging from 9 - 4 and assessment grades ranging from 9 - 1
(for Year 7 students, these grades will only appear for Maths, English and Science in the Autumn report and
then for all subjects in the Spring report). Students in all years will continue to have additional grades on all
reports which reflect their attitude to learning and the quality of their home learning. A worked example is laid
out below to give greater detail on the above.
As always please do contact your son’s subject teacher should you have any concerns regarding your son’s
progress in a particular area or your son’s tutor or Head of Year for wider concerns.
Assessing Progress through Key Stage 3 at AGS -an example

•
•
•
•

• Information from the Midyis test taken at the start of
Year 7 and teacher judgment have been used to
generate a target of a grade 7
• The line shows the anticipated progress of that student
in one subject as he moves through Key Stage 3 – the
target will remain a 7 throughout Years 7 – 9, but the
student will need to achieve significantly more in
successive years to hit that target
• Criteria will be provided to the student so that he
knows what he needs to achieve to hit a target by the
end of each year
If the class teacher feels the student is moving along this anticipated line of progress through the year
he will be given a grade 7, in line with the target, on each report
If the class teacher feels the student is making progress significantly above that which is anticipated,
he will be given a grade 8 or 9
If the class teacher feels the student is making less progress than anticipated, a grade lower than a 7
(6, 5 etc) will be given on the report
Targets can be reviewed throughout Key Stage 3 to ensure they remain appropriate

