
YEAR 7 SUGGESTED READING LIST 2024/25
The Light in Everything by Katya Balens (Nominated for the 2023 Yoto Carnegie Medal)
Tom is still quiet and timid, even though his dad has been gone for two years now. Zofia is the opposite. Inside her
there's a raging storm that makes her want to fight the whole world until she gets what she wants. And what she
wants is for scaredy-cat Tom to get out of her life. Tom hates loud, unpredictable Zofia just as much, but he's moving
into Zofia's house. Because his mum and Zofia's dad are in love - and they're having a baby. Tom and Zofia both wish
the stupid baby had never happened. But then Tom's mum gets ill, and it begins to look horribly like their wish might
come true.

The Door of No Return by Kwame Alexander
Eleven-year-old Kofi Offin has dreams of water, of its urgent whisper that beckons with promises and secrets. He has
heard the call on the banks of Upper Kwanta, West Africa, where he lives. He loves these things above all else: his
family, the fireside tales of his father's father, a girl named Ama, and, of course, swimming. But when the unthinkable
- a sudden death - occurs during a festival between rival villages, Kofi ends up in a fight for his life. What happens
next will send him on a harrowing journey across land and sea, and away from everything he loves. Yet Kofi's dreams
may be the key to his freedom.

Crook Haven: the school for thieves by J.J. Arcanjo
13-year-old Gabriel is a brilliant pickpocket but one day, he's finally caught. However, instead of being arrested, he is
invited by the mysterious Caspian Crook to attend Crookhaven - a school for thieves. At Crookhaven, students are
trained in lock-picking, forgery and 'crim-nastics', all with the intention of doing good out in the world, by conning
the bad and giving back to the innocent.But can you ever really trust a thief? With a school wide competition to be
crowned Top Crook and many mysteries to uncover, Gabriel's first year at Crookhaven will be one to remember.

The Song Walker by Zillah Bethell
"There are three questions that I need to find the answers to:
Where am I?
What am I doing here?
And... Who am I?"
When a young girl wakes up in the middle of the desert, she has no idea who she is. She's wearing one shoe, a silky
black dress, and she's carrying a strange, heavy case. She meets Tarni, who is on a mysterious quest of her own.
Together, the two girls trek across the vast and ever-changing Australian Outback in search of answers. Except both
are also hiding secrets...

The Black Hole Cinema Club by Christopher Edge
A trip to the cinema will never be the same! As the lights go down, Lucas, Ash, Maya, Caitlin and Finn watch in
disbelief as a jet-black tidal wave comes crashing out of the cinema screen and the five friends find themselves
swept into an epic adventure. Secret hideouts. Prehistoric monsters. Lost cities. Impossible missions. Being the hero
of your own film should feel like fun. But as the cliffhanger scenes they're pitched into become ever more perilous,
Lucas and his friends start to wonder if these movies are really make believe. Can they save the day before the end
credits roll? The fate of the world might just depend on it.

Boy 87 by Ele Fountain
Shif is just an ordinary boy who likes chess, maths and racing his best friend home from school. But one day,
soldiers with guns come to his door - and he knows that he is no longer safe. To avoid forced conscription into the
army he is forced to leave his mother and little sister, and embark on an epic journey, in which he experiences
imprisonment and escape, new lands and strange voices, and a perilous crossing by land and sea. He will encounter
cruelty and kindness and will become separated from the people he loves as he bravely makes his way to a future he
can only imagine.



The Elemental Detectives by Patrice Lawrence
Step into a London lit up by the Elemental spirits: the fiery Dragons, the airy Fumis, the watery Chads and the
earthbound Magogs. But humans have been causing chaos for centuries, trampling through the landscape trailing
noise, mess and pollution. What if the Elements could slow down this new world - or stop it all together? The
revenge-fuelled Shepherdess, who moves between the everyday and the supernatural London worlds, is the perfect
weapon. She brings a sleeping sickness down on the city with the destruction of society in her sights.

Orphans of the tide by Stuart Murray
The City is the only home that Ellie has ever known. She's always been told that there is nothing to see beyond the
shores of her small, salty island. That is, until a mysterious boy washes in with the tide, trapped inside the belly of a
whale. The citizens of the City believe he's ruled by the Enemy--the legendary god who drowned the whole
world--come again to cause untold chaos. Only Ellie believes that the boy is innocent. To save him, Ellie must prove
that he's not who they think he is--even if that means revealing her own dangerous secret.

City of Stolen Magic by Nazneen Ahmed Pathak
India, 1855. The British rule, and all across the country, Indian magic is being stamped out. More terrifying still,
people born with magic are being snatched from their homes. Rumour is that they are being taken across the sea -
to England - by the all-powerful, sinister Company. When Chompa's home is attacked and her mother viciously
kidnapped, Chompa - born with powerful and dangerous magic that she has always been forbidden from using -
must travel to the smoky, bustling streets of East London in search of her. But Chompa will discover far more
treachery in London than she had bargained for - and will learn that every act of her rare magic comes with a price.

The Haunting of Tyrese Walker by J.P. Rose
After a shocking event leaves Tyrese struggling with grief, he's taken to visit family in Jamaica. From the first night,
strange things start happening: impossible visions, blackouts, swarms of insects, and the discovery of a grave hidden
deep in the forest. Tyrese can't explain what's going on and he's scared that he's losing his grip on reality. Then
Tyrese is warned he's being hunted by the mysterious Shadow Man. Under threat, Tyrese and his friends set out on a
terrifying journey across the island to try and uncover the Shadow Man's sinister history. Who can Tyrese trust when
his own mind is falling apart and there's nowhere left to hide?

Tyger by SF Said
In a strange alternate world, where the British Empire is still a cruel ruling force, a young boy called Adam has
uncovered something incredible in a rubbish dump in London - a mysterious, mythical animal. A Tyger. The Tyger is in
danger, and Adam and his friend Zadie are determined to help. However, they soon realise it isn't just the Tyger's life
at stake: the world they live in is also on the precipice of darkness. Luckily, the two children have great powers
within them, and the Tyger can show them how to harness what's inside.

Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens
When Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong set up their very own deadly secret detective agency at Deepdean School for Girls,
they struggle to find any truly exciting mysteries to investigate. But then Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss
Bell, lying dead in the Gym. She thinks it must all have been a terrible accident - but when she and Daisy return five
minutes later, the body has disappeared. Now the girls know a murder must have taken place - and there's more
than one person at Deepdean with a motive.

Dragon Mountain by Katie and Kevin Tsang
When 12-year-old Billy Chan finds out his parents are sending him to a summer camp in middle-of-nowhere China he
doesn’t know what to expect. There he meets fellow campers Dylan, Charlotte and Ling-Fei and together they
stumble upon an age-old secret: four powerful warrior dragons, hidden deep within the mountain behind the camp.
They have been trapped since an epic battle with the Dragon of Death and need the children’s help to set them free
before terrible evil is unleashed on the earth. Billy and his friends must set off on a dangerous adventure that will
take them to the heart of the Dragon Realm. But can they save the dragon and human worlds from destruction?

Bite Risk by S.J. Wills
Sel Archer lives in a normal town with normal residents, except for one night a month . . . When the full moon comes
out, almost all of the adults turn into werewolves, and it's up to the young people to protect themselves from
danger. But, as this quiet life begins to unravel, and the Turned start to escape, can Sel and his friends uncover
exactly who – or what – is watching their every move, before it's too late?


